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Introduction
Upon the first viewing of the 2017 Marvel feature, the first two elements that I 

picked up on, were the pacing and the comedy. From the first frame onwards, the opening 
of the film is incredibly fast paced and engaging. The use of a montage in this case is 
particularly effective as in the third re-boot, it would be a drag to include the process of 
Peter Parker becoming the commonly known ‘Friendly Neighbourhood Spider-Man’. In a 
quicker sense - the opening sequence of the film does what it needs, and does it well. As 
an alternative to the ‘Batman Vs. Superman’ montage origins story, Spider-Man: 
Homecoming’s start gets straight to the point of the narrative, which is Peter’s struggle 
with not being able to effectively balance his studies and superhero ‘missions’, and 
ultimately not being an Avenger.

The Marketing for Spider-Man: Homecoming was pushed more intensely than the 
majority of MCU films, having countless billboards, multiple trailers, add on videos (such 
as an advertisement for Audi), deals with Pizza Hut and more. This method of ‘in-your’-
face’ marketing, I found was annoying and took away from the film itself - especially 
when multiple elements from the trailers where not included.

Characters and actors

From the moment Tom Holland’s performance of the comic book hero stepped onto 
the screen in Captain America: Civil War, I was impressed by the unique and entertaining 
way he portrayed Parker and Spider-Man, whilst still sticking to the original character 
from the comic books. The youth of the twenty-one-year-old actor, along with his passion 
and love for Spider-Man, help him to do an undoubtedly great job at playing the role. 

Homecoming did well to show the actor in a place he belongs and wants to be, 
which shows through in the performance. At times though, it seemed a little difficult to 
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take him seriously due to slightly forced comedy at times. I don’t think that this was a 
problem on the actor’s behalf, more to do with the scriptwriting. Although the script was 
well-written, which I don't doubt, the inclusion of some more gritty hardships for the 
character would have gave him the justice Holland needed. There is an uplifting scene in 
the film where whilst buried amongst a horde of rubble, a weakened Spider-Man is 
attempting to escape in order to stop the Vulture. Peter looks himself in his reflection in a 
puddle a foot from his face, with his home-made mask in the water, filling half of the 
reflection. This is the prime of storytelling through cinematography and mise-en-scene. 
More scenes similar to this would have improved the film significantly - it was 
outstanding. Peter Parker’s character development throughout the feature was also 
fantastic, showing him going from a imperfect childish hero to a skilled young adult with 
a strong future ahead of him as a person and superhero.

At first, I wasn’t sure about my opinions of ‘The Vulture’ (Adrian Toomes, played by 
Michael Keaton). I was excited to see him play the role, as I am a fan of both the actor and 
character. In my opinion Keaton played the part well, but the Vulture costume wasn’t 
shown enough, nor is the name even mentioned - that’s like The Joker’s name not being 
mentioned within ‘The Dark Knight’. The costume was well designed, though, but I 
would like to have seen more of it along with the character in action. 

The minor characters, namely the villains such as the Shocker and the Tinkerer were 
un-memorable and were more ‘minions’ for the Toomes, rather than individual 
character’s with motives. 

Peter’s love interest, Liz Allan, was given minimal screen time compared to Mary-
Jane Watson and Gwen Stacey in previous renditions of the character’s story. However, I 
don’t see this as a negative, the love interests (or damsel in distress), from the previous 
films have overtaken the narrative too copiously, which although it was relevant due to 
the inclusion of them in the comics,  I thought was done more sparingly and effectively in 
Spider-Man: Homecoming.
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Ned is a fantastic character to add humour to the film and show how Peter interacts 
with others. He is an adequate replacement for Harry Osbourne whilst the plot of the Tom 
Holland renditions are not going down the route of the Green Goblin. Ned also creates a 
strong contrast between the two, showing the ‘normal’ teenager through stereotypes, and 
the superior, enhanced superhero that Peter Parker is. It is also important to note that he is 
the only character that Peter confides in to talk about Spider-Man, even though Ned found 
out about the character’s secret by mistake. 

Production Elements 

There is no doubt that the production aspects of this film are of an incredibly high 
standard. The budget for the film was high even for an MCU film, and with Spider-Man 
already having five movies with large budgets and production values, the pressure was 
on for the creators of this rendition to do a good job.

The cinematography of the film was incredible and featured shots which hold up to 
the standard expected from Hollywood productions as well as being even more 
impressive at points. The extremely well composited shots have an iconic look, fit for a 
great Spider-Man movie.

The way the cuts were placed together allowed for a strong level of continuity and 
a highly immersive cinematic experience, enabling the audience to truly feel a part of the 
film. This remains the same whether it is being watched at home on a regular tv or the big 
screen in IMAX 3D (which is a fantastic experience).

The props and mise-en-scene within the film enabled it to be both comic book 
accurate and unique to the other Spider-Man films before it. The new Stark-tech suit that 
Peter Parker still retains from Captain America: Civil War, is the prop that makes this film 
really unique. It gives Peter a spring boost into the superhero world which allows him to 
test and build on his abilities. The suit, along with it’s artificial intelligence, Karen, add an 
element of comedy which the other Spider-Man films didn’t have. This was an extremely 
clever way to add a unique twist to the film, making use of the character’s inclusion to the 
MCU, as he gets the suit from Iron Man. One downside to the new suit is the two 
dimensional webbing design, which at times makes it look like a cartoon or too ‘rubbery’. 
The fantastic CGI combatted this problem though, and it looked really good regardless. 

The use of special effects, CGI and 
green screen were used effectively and 
created a realistic look in the final edit of 
the film. Although the use of CGI is used a 
lot, without it, the film would be boring 
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and unlike a true Spider-Man film, but it was used as sparingly as it could have been, 
preventing the unnecessary use of various special effects.

The End Battle and Film Conclusion

The final battle of the film, between Spider-Man and The Vulture, was intense and 
action packed, although at times it didn’t quite feel like a finale of the film; almost like a 
half-way action sequence. The minor battles throughout the film didn’t compare to the 
close combat, more violent fights between Tobey Maguire’s Spider-Man and Green 
Goblin, or even Andrew Garfield’s with The Lizard. I think it was because of the lack of 
impactful fights in the middle of the film that the ending didn’t feel as epic as previous 
renditions. Without comparison to the ending’s to any previous films of the character, 
Spider-Man: Homecoming’s conclusion was excellent. 

The end of the battle is where this film really shows the marvel in the conclusion 
(excuse the pun), as it show’s the character progression and who he truly is due to his 
decision to save Adrian Toomes rather than let him burn. This also show’s his intelligence 
in regards to science, as he is able to tell when the explosion is about to happen, whereas 
The Vulture himself is not. Peter Parker is also faced with the decision to join the avengers 
and get a new costume (repayment from Tony Stark for underestimating him), but he 
decides to stay in Queens to be a ‘Friendly Neighbourhood Spider-Man’. This ending in 
my opinion showed the progression of the character from the childish kid with 
superpowers who entered a civil battle between The Avengers, and the mature young 
adult with extraordinary powers and good intentions.
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Additional Points

To add a few additional points: The score for the film, by Michael Giacchino (Rogue 
One, Doctor Strange), was fantastic and memorable. Unlike most of the MCU films, which 
are criticised for their lack of memorability, is unique, epic and gives the film a soundtrack 
that fits and compliments it.

Secondly, the film at points seemed like it tried too hard to be funny, which made 
some of the comedy seemed forced. However, the 
majority of the comedy was effective and I found 
myself laughing more than expected, even for a MCU 
film. 

Thirdly, the film didn’t feel like an MCU film as 
it was fresh and unique, although it still had elements 
such as Iron Man’s well-balanced appearance and 
Captain America’s cameos. It also had a slightly 
extended Stan Lee cameo, which was great to see.

Lastly, the twist with Adrian Toomes being 
Peter’s love interest’s (Liz) father, made an unexpected 
and effective surprise for the audience. This made it a 
little more interesting to the audience and is also 
worth noting that it is even more unexpected due to 
Liz being mixed race, which is unusual for a mixed 
race family to be in the MCU which is nice to see for 
additional diversity. **This shot wasn’t in the film 

which I was disappointed about.

Summary

In conclusion, Spider-Man: Homecoming has it’s faults like any film, but as a whole 
it is an outstanding film which leaves you both satisfied and excited for a sequel at the 
same time. I would definitely recommend this film to everybody due to it being open for a 
wide range of audiences, whether you’re a long time Marvel fan, a child or someone who 
just loves a fun film to relax whilst watching and escape into Peter Parker’s entertaining 
story for a couple of hours.
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